ARE YOU A SOLO TRAVELLER...?
JEWELS OF RUSSIA

Join Solo Connections on our unique escorted small group tour from
Brisbane, designed specifically for Solo Travellers over 50. Russia is
undeniably one of the most intriguing nations in the world. Join us on
this fabulous 17 day journey departing 14 August 2020 as we search
out the gems that this culturally and historically diverse country has
to offer. Tour the famous Golden Ring which is the heart of medieval
Russia, as well as spending time exploring the jewels in the crown,
Moscow and St Petersburg - and the riches that they have to offer.
Spend 14 nights in comfortable quality accommodation with your own
private room, most meals included and tailor-made sightseeing.

From $9,990* per person

Tour is fully escorted, including return economy class airfares*

Highlights
4Moscow
4Red Square
4St Basil Cathedral
4Moscow Metro Tour
4 3 Day Golden Ring Tour
4Train Moscow – St Petersburg
4St Petersburg
4Peterhof
4Bunker 42
4Hermitage Museum
4 St Catherine’s Palace
4 Volga Dinner Cruise

For more information contact your friendly travel agent today!

*CONDITIONS APPLY. PRICE IS BASED ON SINGLE OCCUPANCY ROOMS AND FLIGHTS DEPARTING FROM BRISBANE - SURCHARGES APPLY FOR ALTERNATE
CITIES. SOLO CONNECTIONS RESERVES THE RIGHT TO AMEND ALL TOURS FOR AN EQUAL SUBSTITUTE AT ANY TIME AND ARE SUBJECT TO AVAILABILITY.
FURTHER BOOKING CONDITIONS APPLY, PLEASE CHECK ALL PRICES, AVAILABILITY AND OTHER INFORMATION WITH YOUR TRAVEL AGENT AT TIME OF OR
BEFORE BOOKING. TOUR CANCELLATION FEES APPLY. DENISE MARIE FALSAY TRADING AS SOLO CONNECTIONS. ABN 92 582 582 996. ATAS ACCREDITED A11424.

Day 1 				

(D)

Day 2				

(B,L)

BRISBANE - MOSCOW		
Today we will meet our Tour Escort and fellow
travellers at Brisbane International Airport for our
flights to Moscow via Singapore.
MOSCOW
Welcome to Russia. Russia is a huge country both
in its sprawling geography and its never-ending
stream of splendors to explore. On arrival we will
be met by our local guide and after stopping at
a local restaurant for some brunch we will tour
the city a little before checking into our hotel this
afternoon. We’ll finish our tour at Vorobiev Hill
– the highest point of Moscow with fascinating
views to the city. Dinner tonight will be at our
hotel. Accommodation: Radisson Blu
Belorusskaya or similar (5 Nights)

Day 3				

(B,D)

TRETYAKOV GALLERY
Today after breakfast we’ll visit the National
Museum of Russian Fine Art, the State Tretyakov
Gallery, which is one of the largest museums in
the world. Its collections embrace the period
from the 10th to 20th century and all schools
of Russian painting - from ancient icons to
avant-guard. Some time at leisure and your
Tour Manager will be on hand to make plans
with you if the group would like to explore
further. Dinner tonight will be at the hotel.

Day 4			

(B,L)

THE KREMLIN
The Kremlin is the historic centre of the city, the
heart of Moscow. In the Kremlin we will see the
Tsar Bell and the Tsar Cannon and visit the
Annunciation, Arkhangel and Assumption
Cathedrals, the Bell-Tower of Ivan the Great,
and the Church of the Twelve Apostles. We’ll
also visit the Armory Chamber, a treasure-house
which is a part of the Grand Kremlin Palace’s
complex. We’ll take a walk through Red
Square, a site which has long served for public
proclamations and ceremonies, to St Basil
Cathedral with its crazy confusion of colours,
patterns and onion-shaped domes. St. Basil
Cathedral is one of the most outstanding and
remarkable monuments of Old Russian
architecture. Lunch today will be at a local
restaurant.

Day 5			

(B,L)

BANKER 42 / METRO TOUR
Today we are going to visit Bunker 42. The
facility we are going to explore operated as an
emergency Command Post Headquarters and
long-range aviation communications and was
once reserved for Stalin himself. After going down
on a speed elevator to the depth of 65 meters
(equal to the height of a 22- stores building), you
will find yourself inside one of the most restricted
military objects of the USSR. Today we’ll also
visit Moscow’s famous Metro which survives in
all its constructional glory, walled in marble and
decorated with chandeliers. Most of its stations
have been designated as architectural landmarks.

Day 6			

(B,D)

CATHEDRAL OF CHRIST THE SAVIOUR
After breakfast this mormng we’ll visit the
Cathedral of Christ the Savior - the tallest Eastern
Orthodox Church in the world and the seat of
the Orthodox Patriarch of Moscow and all the
Russians.

From here today we’ll take a walk down the
Arbat – one of the oldest and most famous
streets in Moscow. Taking a stroll down this
street, it is possible to imagine how Moscow
might have felt during Pushkin’s or Tolstoy’s time,
though now it is a tourist area that is busy with
sightseers, buskers, and street vendors. Dinner
tonight will be at our hotel.

Day 7			

(B,D)

GOLDEN RING TOUR - YAROSLAVL
The Golden Ring of Russia is a ring of ancient
kingdoms that lie near Moscow. The towns in the
region are ancient, and many were important
centres in medieval Russia and offer experiences
such as traditional food and nature straight from
Russian fairytales. This morning we will head to
Sergiev Posad with its rich history and culture and
named after the man who founded the largest
monastery in Russia which we will visit today.
From there on to Yaroslavl the oldest city on the
Golden Ring. Accommodation: Ring Premier or
similar (1 Night)

Day 8			

(B,D)

GOLDEN RING TOUR - KOSTROMA/SUZDAL
This morning we’ll depart for Kostroma, an
historic city, founded in the 12th century - and
which served as a sort of northern retreat for
the powerful in Muscovy when threatened by
southern and western invaders. From the Volga
River you can see a beautiful view of the city with
golden-domed churches. From here we’ll travel
on to Suzdal where we discover storybook Russia.
This afternoon we’ll check into our hotel and
dinner tonight will be at the hotel.
Accommodation: Nikolaevsky Posad or similar
(1 Night)

Day 9			

(B,D)

GOLDEN RING TOUR - VLADIMIR/MOSCOW
Today we’ll visit Vladimir – our last stop on the
Golden Ring Tour. We return to Moscow this
afternoon where we will check into our hotel
and dinner tonight is at the hotel.
Accommodation: Radisson Blu Belorusskaya or
similar (1 Night)

Day 10			

(B,D)

Day 11			

(B,L)

MOSCOW - ST PETERSBURG
A leisurely breakfast this morning and some
time at leisure before transferring to the railway
station to take the Sapsan (Russian for Peregrine
Falcon) train to St Petersburg. Russia’s imperial
capital St. Petersburg has over 221 museums,
2,000 libraries, 80+ theaters and 45 galleries. This
treasure trove of art and culture is often referred
to as the Venice of the North. On arrival we will
transfer to our hotel and dinner tonight will be at
the hotel. Accommodation: Sokos Vasilievsky or
similar (6 Nights)
PETER & PAUL FORTRESS
St. Petersburg is well known for its beautiful
architecture. The Peter and Paul Fortress is
for the most part under the auspices of the St.
Petersburg Museum of History, with a number of
permanent and temporary exhibitions charting
the various aspects of the compound’s past.
Lunch will be at a local restaurant today. Also
today is St Isaac’s Cathedral - one of the most
stunning structures in the world. The interior
decoration of the cathedral is a symphony of
gold, marble, lapis lazuli, malachite and porphyry.

Day 12			

(B,L)

Day 13			

(B,D)

Day 14			

(B,L)

Day 15			

(B,L)

Day 16 - 17 		

(B)

PETERHOF
Today we’ll visit the Grand Palace of Peterhof,
built by Peter the Great in 1703. Sometimes
known as the “Russian Versailles” the complex
is a UNESCO World Heritage site. The fountains
are beautiful, and represent a significant
engineering feat in that they operate entirely by
the force of gravity, instead of pumps. Returning
to St Petersburg this afternoon and dinner tonight
is at the hotel.
HERMITAGE MUSEUM
Today we’ll visit the Hermitage museum – one of
the most famous museums of Russia and one of
the largest museums in the world and the world’s
second largest museum after the French Louvre.
Hermitage is not just the enormous collection of
art, but also an impressive complex, which was a
residence of Russian Emperors. Some free time
this afternoon where you may choose to return
to the hotel or continue exploring in the city
centre. Your tour manager will be on hand to
discuss options with you and ensure you make
the most of your time in this fascinating city.
Dinner tonight will be at the hotel.
PUSHKIN/ST CATHERINE’S PALACE
Today we’ll travel to the south of St Petersburg
to the town of Pushkin which is famed for the
Tsarskoye Selo complex of parks and palaces,
once home to the Romanov imperial family.
Here we’ll visit St Catherine’s Palace and park
ensemble which is a superb monument of worldranking architecture and garden-and-park design
dating from the eighteenth to early twentieth
centuries, and is splendid example of Russian
Baroque. Lunch today will be a traditional Russian
degustation menu and this afternoon we return
to St Petersburg where dinner tonight will be at
leisure. Your Tour Manager will discuss options
with you for dinner this evening.
FREEDOM TO EXPLORER
Today is your last full day in this amazing city and
yours to enjoy at leisure. You Tour Manager will
discuss options with the group today for things
you may like to do as a group, or you might
simply like to relax, enjoy a coffee at a café
with a pyshka (sugar-coated Russian doughnut)!
The possibilities are endless so make the most
of your day. Tonight as we farewell this amazing
country we will have dinner on board a dinner
cruise on the Neva River and gaze upon the
famous bridges of St. Petersburg. New friends
to toast as we admire the views and enjoy some
culinary delicacies.

ST PETERSBURG - BRISBANE
Today we bid farewell to Mother Russia as we
head to the airport to catch our flight to Moscow
and then on to Singapore and Brisbane. With
joyful experiences to recount and new friends
made we begin the journey home.

TOGETHER WE TRAVEL.... NEW PLACES, NEW FRIENDS!

